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WELCOME! 
This newsletter is sent home to families every nine weeks.  It provides information on what your child is 
learning in math, activities you can do at home to reinforce the content, and suggestions for books and  

resources you can use to help your child learn math. 

During the 1st nine weeks, 
Fifth Grade students learn to: 

 Multiply a multi-digit whole number using 
the standard algorithm. Fifth graders will 
learn to multiply using the traditional method. 

 Divide a 4-digit whole number by a 2-digit 
whole number using different strategies. 
Fifth graders will learn different strategies 
for solving division problems. However, the 
traditional long division strategy will not be 
taught until sixth grade. Please see “Division 
Strategies” for more information. 

 Use parentheses, brackets, or braces in 
numerical expressions and evaluate these 
symbols. Students are learning to evaluate 
expressions using order of operations. For ex-
ample, if a student sees the equation,          
[81 – (9 x 5)] ÷ 9 =, she knows first to solve 
what is in the parentheses and then to sub-
tract that from 81. Finally, the student would 
divide this number by 9 to get the answer of 4  

 Write simple expressions to represent cal-
culations. If given the expression,  add 
eight and seven and then multiply by two, a 
student would know to write (8 + 7) x 2. 

 Measure volume in cubic inches, cubic centi-
meters, and cubic feet. Students will rec-
ognize that a cube with a one unit side length 
is “one cubic unit” of volume.  Students will 
use models (including unit cubes), drawings, 
and rulers to measure the volume of right rec-
tangular prisms. 

Resources and Ideas for Families 

 

MATH IS FUN! 
 

Check out the MATH IS FUN 
website which contains resources 
to help children learn math. Here 
you will find “How to Videos”, 
Online Games, Vocabulary, and 
APPs related to the content your 
child is learning. 
 

www.jcpsmath.weebly.com 

BUILDING A MATHEMATICAL COMMUNITY 
 

During the first nine weeks of 
school your child will work on 
building a mathematical com-
munity in their classroom.  Stu-
dents will explore how to be a 
mathematician. 
 

 

During math class students 
will use a variety of hands-
on materials such as: base-
ten blocks, pattern blocks, 
dice, counters, etc. 

Just like at home with their toys, your child will be 
expected to treat materials with respect and return 
them to their proper place. 
 
 
Students will learn different 
ways to represent math ide-
as.  While completing home-
work, encourage your child to 
represent their thinking in 
different ways. 
 
 
 

 
While building a math com-
munity, your child’s class will 
establish norms for math 
discussions.  Some examples 
include: speaking respectful-
ly to their teachers and 
peers, taking turns while 
speaking, using an inside 
voice, eyes on the speaker, 
and giving others time to 
think. 

Encourage your child to explain their thinking about 
math games, homework, or math connections they 
find at home.  

MATH MATTERS 

http://www.jcpsmath.weebly.com
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Activities to try at home: 

 Practice multiplication and division facts at home 
using flashcards. Flashcards can be made at 
home using index cards or can be bought at 
stores like The Dollar Tree and Wal-Mart for a 
reasonable price. 

 Incorporate division problems into real-life and 
discuss how to interpret the remainder. For ex-
ample, if there are 25 cookies that need to be 
shared between 4 people, how many will each 
get? What do we do with the leftover cookie? 

 Practice multiplying multi-digit numbers using a 
deck of cards. Remove all of the face cards and 
tens. Aces will count as one. Each player selects 
5 cards and sets up a 3-digit by 2-digit multipli-
cation problem trying to create the greatest 
product. Each player solves their equation and 
the person with the greatest product wins a 
point. The first person to get five points wins! If 
you need to make the game more difficult, draw 
6 cards to make a 3-digit by 3-digit problem. If 
you need to make it easier, select 4 cards and do 
a 2-digit by 2-digit problem. 

 

 

Resources and Ideas for Families 

Division Strategies 
Fifth graders will use a variety of strategies to 
solve division problems. Please remember that 
long division will be taught in the sixth grade. 
The strategy being used may depend on the num-
bers in the problem. 

 Using Place Value—If a student is solving 
5,400 ÷ 60, she may use place value as a strat-
egy. She should recognize that a ten can be 
divided out of each problem. This turns  
5,400 ÷ 60 into 540 ÷ 6, which is a much easier 
problem to solve because she should see that 
six will go into fifty-four 9 times and since it is 
540, six will go in 90 times. 

 Using multiplication to solve a division prob-
lem—Students can use the relationship be-
tween division and multiplication to solve prob-
lems. A student can look at 288 ÷ 12 = ? as 12 
x ? = 288. By using multiplication facts they 
know, they can solve the division problem. Visit 
the link below to see an example of this strate-
gy: http://viewpure.com/Nri-i6UnWbM 

 Using arrays to solve division problems—
Students can use an array to help them solve 
division problems by providing them with a vis-
ual representation. Visit the link below to see 
an example of this strategy: 

   http://viewpure.com/u7M7G9bnQy0 

THE VALUE OF EDUCATION 
The table shows four people who earn the typical amount for their education level. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A. How much more does Niko earn than Miley in one week? 

B. If Taylor and Miley both work for 2 weeks, how much more will Taylor earn? 

C. How much money will Pinky earn in a month (based on 4 weeks) ?  About how long will Miley have to 
work to earn the same amount? 

 

Answers: 

1. $209.85 per week    2.   $661.50 more in 2 weeks   3.   $4,396.80 per month; almost 10 weeks 
                        

From: Illustrative Mathematics 

MATH TASK 

Name Level of Education Weekly Income 
Miley High School Dropout $ 440.50 

Niko High School Graduate $ 650.35 

Taylor 2-Year College Graduate $ 771.25 

Pinky 4-Year College Graduate $1,099,20 

http://viewpure.com/Nri-i6UnWbM
http://viewpure.com/u7M7G9bnQy0

